The development of dependence to an octapeptide somatostatin analog: contribution to the study of somatostatin analgesia.
This paper reports the phenomenon of dependence to a somatostatin octapeptide analog used for the treatment of acromegaly and severe headache. The mechanism of this dependence is still unknown, but could be based on the interaction of the somatostatin analog with opioid receptors. Analgesia may be at least partially supported by the opioid modulation of pain transmission, but also by general "appetitive" behavioral activation due to the effect of somatostatin on its receptors.